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FOREWORD 


Tlir  fnllowiiin  l)a.nos  cuntain  articlos  nm\  statistics  written  ami 
••(iiiiiiilo.i  l.y  me  from  time  to  time,  for  the  piihlic  press  on  the 
.sul)ject  of  I'uhlic  I'lay^roiuKls.  I,:ttely  I  liave  ri-ceivei'  so  iiianv 
re(iiiests  for  information  on  tlie  jioints  ihex'  articles  cover  ili:it  I 
•  lecided  tiie  l)est  tiiinf:  to  do  would  he  to  have  this  infonnalion 
collected  in  one  pamphlet  and  <lislrii.iited  to  all  interested  in  the 
siihject. 

Personally.  I  lieljcve  that  this  matter  of  inaujiiiratin;;  a  play. 
UM-oiin.l  system  shoidd  he  dealt  with  hy  a  Coinmission  a|)pointed 
l)y  the  civic  authorities.  This  Commission  should  take  up  the 
whole  suhjcct,  outline  a  dilinitc  mIkihc  ind  lay  it  iicfore  the  City 
Council 

1  most  strniiiily  ol.jcct  to  this  matter  of  |)lay';roun(is  lieinj; 
taken  up  as  a  charitable  undertakin'.;.  It  i.-  no  more  a  subject  for 
charity  than  tlir  ilcaniii};  of  dur  streets  (ir  liie  provi.lim:  ,,1"  dur 
schools.  ThcM'  plavirronnds  .-hoMld  lie  m.aintaiiUMJ  and  operated 
at  public  expense,  in  il,c  -ime  mannei'  :!>  anv  other  public  utilitv. 

.\t  the  pre.-eiil  time  we  li,a\('  m:i(li>  pi(i\i-|.in  but  |'i,|'  iialf  ;i 
child,  that  i>  the  mental  half;  uc  ha\-e  eniirel\  ne-ieiied  n,  make 
provision  for  1  he  jdiysicd  half  on  which  -n  imich  .lepeti.U. 

I   de.-ire  Id   Like  this  (ipportuiiilN  m|    ihalikuiu  all  whu   iia\e  so 

kindly    respondcfl    \,,    niy    letters   and  thus    materially    helped    ihe 

project  aloiu;. 

1  .1    lUl.i.l  AKDK. 

Parliament   I'.uildini;   . 
.lamiarv  Sth.  PHKt. 
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Playgrounds 


PLAYGRuUNLo 
Their  Importance  to  Our  Social  tabnc. 

That  l'las^ii>iiii<l>  I'imim  mi  iiii|i<iit:iiil  lactor  in  tlio  ii|>l>uil<linu 
i)f  our  social  falnic  innv  lie  rcailily  sci'ii  from  tlic  (•(•nsi<lcr-.'tin?i  of 
the  follow  in-;  facts 

FIRST-  r<ii-  physical  n-asoii.-.  Wo  an-  all  aware  of  the  vaiu'.> 
piacctl  upon  o|icii-::ir  tic.il  iiiciit  hv  |irotiiitic>tit  moilical  iiicti  of  tlic 
ilay.  Tlu"  valito  of  fresh  air  aiui  suiisiiitie  can  iianily  he  over- 
estiiiiateii  The  value  of  physical  ox«'rcise  for  icrowiuj:  boyji  anil 
;:irls  is  niiuost  too  ohvious  to  ueeil  emphasizing.  l'"or  instance, 
the  country  hoy  on  coininjj  to  the  city,  other  thiujrs  tieirij;  e<iual. 
in  many  cases  soon  oiit-ijistances  his  city-bn>il  hrother.  The  reason 
is  not  har-l  to  seek.  Iteareil  ami<l  the  pure  air  .iml  sunshine- 
of  the  country  he  jieneraily  has  a  roliust  aiiij  vigorous  cotisiilution. 
anil  possesses  an  amount  of  vitality  and  en.lur.-iiu-e  which  stamls 
him  in  i'lioil  steMil  in  ''.le  \\e:iranil  tearof  city  life. 

.■^lit  O'sD  I'or  moral  rca.sons.  When  all  i>  sai.l  ami  iloiu', 
the  tiling  that  count.s  niost  in  any  man'>  life  cannot  he  measured 
by  tliee-.tent  of  his  hank  account  liut  hy  what  h(>  is.  that  i>.  his  own 
fierson;'.l  character.  There  is  |)ei'haps  no  lienor  ^^chool  for  laying: 
the  tounilation  of  ;i  ;;ooil  character  than  the  playiiroiiml.  Here 
the  cliiM  loarns  .self-rest raitit.  self-control,  self-saeritice.  |oyalt\ 
to  his  te:im  or  chih,  the  value  of  oriiani/alion.  self-respect .  truthful- 
ness anil  iilieilicnce-  in  a  manner  in  which  he  will  nev.T  have  a 
chaiu'f  to  Icuii  a<:;iiTi  at  any  other  i)erioil  of  his  existence.  In  a 
cosmopoiiiMU  city  such  as  our  own.  jilayirrounils  would  I'orm  an 
import.inl  f.u'tor  in  \vcldin>;  to<rotlier  the  dilTereni  iniionalities 
and  spreadiu.i;  the  kno\vleil;:e  of  the  Mn^lisli  lan^uace. 

.Not  h.ivinji  playjrrou..  Is  such  as  mooted,  liie  majnriix  of  mir 
lily  children  ha\e  no  alternative  other  tiiaii  playinjr  in  the  streets. 
The  elTecl  of  tliis  o;i  tlieii-  morals  is.  in  most  ca.ses.  depjorihlo. 
There,  what  can  they  learn?  iJrunkenness,  liad  lanj:uai;o,  dis- 
ohedicnce  ;;nd  fieni'ral  laulessiu'ss.  It  is  not  to  he  wondered  at  that 
many  parents  find  their  children  hard  to  maium:o  after  a  few  years 
of  playing  in  such  an  environment.  Many  n  child  has  in  this  way 
picked  up  e\il  habits  which  <'vi>r  after  warped  .and  distoiied  its 
moral  character. 

The  general  consensus  of  opinion  indicates  that  where  pla\- 
ixrouiids  have  boon  established,  there  has  been  a  decrease  in  the 
ruindier     of  iioublesome     childicn.      I'nlice      Ollicers.       I'roliation 


Appeal  H'K    I'l  nmiroinds 


Ofliccrs  and  othci-.-  cipiuiiii;  in  cotitnct  witircliililrcii  of    this  ilcscrip- 
tioti  seem  aliii()~l  iiiiMiiiiiious  (ui  this  pdiiit. 

Social  Insurance 

Tiiis  iilaym'Diiinl  nmv cnictit  l)c;j,ati  iwciity-onc  years  a^ro  in  the 
I'nitcil  Slates,  (niiiiiiatiiii:  in  I'xistnn.  Tp  to  date,  Xew  ^'ork  has 
expended  .Sl^.ltOO.dOl)  and  Cliicayii  >:|(),l)(»(t.(l()0.  I'or  1007,  Wash- 
iiifitoii  STa.OOO:  I'liiladelphia  S.")(l.(t()(l;  Denver  >i.')().()0(l:  Hochester. 
SoU.OUU;  Kansas  City  Sl'O-J .()()().  and  San  I'rancisco  S741.(K)0. 
It  ran  he  readily  seen  from  the  ahove  that  this  iilavfrroiind 
movement  is  iieitlior  an  exporinuMit  nor  a  fad,  when  we  roinemher 
the  lermlh  of  lime  it  has  lieeii  in  opcr.'it  ion.  and  the  stuns  of 
niiiney  e\pen<U'(l  hy  various  cities  for  the  purpose:  undoubtedly 
it  has  lon<£  )iasse(l  the  c\|)erimental  sta<ie. 

It  i^  hut  a  eoiimonphiee  to  say  that  •■pre\'ei.tif)n  is  heltei' 
than  eur-e."  Imt  it  is  a  sayin^^  whicii  ap]»hes  well  in  this  case;  money 
pxpen<led  in  tliis  manner  ma>-  he  looked  upon  as  a  foiin  of  So(  lai 
Insuranee,  in  fact,  as  an  investment.  It  is  better  to  spend  a 
moderate  nnionnt  of  money  rfiluiiturili/  in  in.aufiuratint:  ami  main- 
tainiiifj:  phiy^rounds.  tiiat  we  may  ensnre  to  our  cominji  men  atid 
women  a  hijrh  standard  of  jihysieal  and  mor;d  welf.are.  tiiaii  it  i.'^  in 
after  yt^ns  to  be  compdhd  to  .spend  larjier  .■-uni>  in  liuildinii  peniten- 
tiaries,   reformatories,    liosiiitals,    asyhims    and    almshouses. 

".\  nation's  healtli  i.s  a  nation's  wealtli."  Let  it  be  our  am- 
liiiion  !o  <('(.  ijiat  we  nse  every  means  at  our  disposal  to  insure 
Ijoth  tlie  moral  and  ph\-sical  he.ajth  of  the  chiidrnn  of  Winnipe.L'. 
As  parents,  it  is  .a  duty  we  owe  to  om-  (liildicn;  as  citizen-,  it  is  a 
dut\'  we  owe  to  our  cit  v. 


The  Need  for  Public 
Playgrounds 


TliE  NEED  FOR  PUBLIC  PLAYGROUNDS 

It   is  as    important    to    learn    How    to  Play  as  How   to 

Work     Honest   Play  is  a   Healthy   Stimulant 

to   the  Mind     Keep  Children  oil   Streets 

III  Inokiii;;  <>\('r  .-^lal is! ics  conccrniiii:  ciiiiiiii.-ilit y.  mic  is  stnicl; 
wiili  tlic  iiiaiiiicr  ill  wliicli  two  snirlliiifr  facts  stand  mit.  I'irst 
that  oiu'-lialf  of  tlio.-o  coinictcil  of  (riiiic  aif  iitiskillcci  woikcis. 
tliat  is  to  say,  Iwuc  no  kno\\l('il<rc  of  a  trailc  ainl  ;  Ixmi  (iiic-iliinl 
of  tlioin  ra.ii^o  i!i  a;:c  from  is  lo  Jl . 

lilli'ii('>s  :i|iii<'ars  to  lie  one  of  tiic  most  |iioiific  j:t'iiiis  of  crim- 
iniiit\.  "'I'lic  (lc\il  finds  somo  miscliipf  still,  for  idle  li:  nds  to 
do."  sociiis  to  he  ::  |iiov('rl)  lo  w  lii(  ti  wc  ina\  attaili  considcialilc 
'A(>i!;ht. 

I'or  till-  a\ora{:r  licallliy  hoy  lo  lie  absoliiti'iy  idle  is  alioul  tiic 
worst  thintr  possilile.  'i'his  applies  (finally  to  jiiils.  l.ct  li^c  hoy 
or  .rirl  he  kept  constantly  husy.  citlicr  at  school,  or  .'it  j'iay.  and 
h\  play  I  do  not  mean  ninnin<:  haphazard  ahoiit  the  sticots.  hut 
h\  playing  sonii-  jramc.  such  as  hasohall.  hock('\ .  foot  hall  or  cricket. 
wIrmc  the  child  jiets  his  lirsi  loson  in  orfraiii/od  crfori  amonirst 
hi.-  fellows:  lluis  occiiiiicd  he  will  uixc  little  iroulilc  on  the  score 
of  niis(  iiiei 

I  have  come  across  hoys,  raiifiiiif:  from  ten  tt)  fourleen.  who 
h'iii  no  idea  how  lo  play  ;;ani«'s  such  as  are  common  amonir  iioys 
of  <iiiiilar  age.  1  have  often  stood  and  watched  lads  like  the.se 
hanjrin};  around  street  coruers,  swearin<:.  (|ii,'rrellii:n  ami  jo,-tlin<x 
ajjainst  passers-hy  for  the  simple  fact  thai  they  had  absolutely 
no  form  of  ;  imisement.  To  swear.  lo  tijrht.  or  to  gamble  for  the 
lew  stray  pennies  conuiij;  into  their  possession  was  I  he  only  niediiiin 
they   knew    of   woikiiii:  otT   their  youthful    flow    of   a.riiiial   s|>irits. 

Value  of  Honest  Play 

The  r:;iuou.-  I'uke  of  \\  i-lliiii;loii  i,-  reported  to  have  s;dd  on 
one  occasion  I  hat  ■'The  Battle  of  Waterloo  was  won  on  the  playiiifi- 
lields  of  I'.ton."  However  I  rue  this  may  tty  ma\  not  he,  there  is 
no  doubt  \\li:;l('\er  th.at  the  lioy, under  :i  proper  play-leaiier.  learns 
on  the  playiiiouiid.  self-control,  self-c'infi^lence  ami  that  spirit  of 
roii^h-and-re- dy .  u:ive-and-take.  which  will  slainl  him  in  .u:ood 
stcv.d  in  t  he  world  of  wiuk  ihroiiirhout  hi-  iTter  life. 


Al'l'KAt.    Ki>lc     ri.SViiKilIM)- 


Tlic  phvsiciil  licMflils  ;ucnu?ig  t..  rhil.lion  win.,  aurinj;  tlu-ir 
(•hil.lh(M..l,  (■•iisrtttrc  in  phy.siral  I'xorci^c  in  the  open  lur  are  too 
(il)\  iiin^  In  iiccii  iiiciitjiiniiii:. 

\V("  must  ii.it  looso  si^dit  of  the  moral  value  of  play  for  all, 
N,mn-  ami  oM  alike;  in  clioosin-;  amusements,  elioose  tlunj^s  ac- 
,.„r,lin-  tn  .hai-ctrr:  .hirin-  our  leisure  iiours  we  show  what  we 
re.allv  a.r-  l-r  the  thiiiL'  ciiosen  as  a  pastime  is  chosen  freely  an<l 
„,.,>l.e  a  trivial  liiMttcr.  m  .,ii  the  other  halhl.  liiav  he  a  choice 
hetween  thiiifrs  -:o.»l  and  had.  and  will  hriii^:  us  mtd  c(nitact  either 
with  tlio.<e  Letter  or  uni.-e  tliMii  ourselves.  Let  a  Imy  -..  intn 
•I  .'ame  that  has  no  meanness  m  it.  let  him  play  the  ;:.ame  tor  t  u- 
-nne's  .sake,  he  coir.es  out  braced  up  and  exhilarnteu;  tlicie  lie 
r,:,s  -hnwii  uhit  he  1~  and  wha.t  he  intends  to  he.  and  alter  such 
phiy  he  will  -.1  t.i  his  tasks  and  .h)  them  like  a  tree  boy  and  imt 
like  a  voiini;  ualley-slave. 

1  h.ave  .seen  bovs  stand  watchintr  their  more  fortunate  fellow^ 
plav  <'ames  which  "these  bovs  did  not  know  how  to  play,  till  the 
exeitiMnenl  of  the  sport  took  possession  of  them  and  found  vent  in 
clumsy  hor.'^e-phiy  and  i:r<,tes<iue  actions;  till  they  en.led  by  making: 
themselves  olijectionalile  to  all  around. 

1  have  -vvu  youuis  men  aiai  women,  from  i:ood  liomes,  en>ra_Ke 
m  rompiim  rou-h-and-tumlile,  not  at  all  L'ood  t.,  l.iok  at.  'I  he 
trouble  simplv  was.no'  that  thev  uere  bad  nr  •  -kius.  but  that 
ihev  had  tint',  wlieu  vouii-er.  learned  to  play  -  ics.  or  indeed. 
play  at  all. 

Know  How  to  Play 

It  is  iinperativelv  important  that  we  know  how  to  work;  it  is 
h.ardiv  Ir.-s  imiiortanl  th;it  we  know  how  to  jtla v. 

Tliu.-c  acquainted  with  the  lar-cr  citie,-  "i  lanope  are  tin 
,ioubt  himiliar  with  the  .-ii;ht  of  what  tire  called  in  l.oiulon  "street 
A'-abs."  I  have  fivi|ueiitlv  watched  children  ol  this  description 
i)luvin"  in  some  nf  l.i.ndon's  "Kast  Kml"'  streets  who.  as  they 
playcil,  betra.ved  :i  pitiful  insight,  on  their  part,  into  the  aimise- 
m-'nts '('.')  of'  their  elders.  One  game  in  iiarticular  '  laiiiced. 
which  seeiii(>d  to  be  :i  favorite  one  (it  was  played  bv  oot  h  bo\-.~ 
and  y.irls).  .\  couple  of  bnvs  wnidd  preteml  to  come  home  iii- 
toxicrited;  would  then  .piarrel  with, and  lieat.the  -iris  who  were 
actiii"  as  wives  in  this  little  drama  (the  profanity  of  the  lan-;uaue 
ii.<ed~left  nothin-  lackinjx  as  repmls  realism).  The  ^irls  would 
(■nil  for  the  police,  whereution  the  boys  who  were  actinii  that  part 
would  put  m  ail  appearance,  ami  a  free-foi-all  fi.uiht  wouM  take 
place. 
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This  in;iy  Mpiic;:!'  to  1  he  (-imi:;!  ohserver  ;i  inattcr  uiuviirlhy  of 
(•()nsiil(M;iti()ii.  l)iit  to  the  stuth'iit  of  socioloiry  it  is  ii  sul)jpct  of  thf 
"[invest  iiiiportiiiice.  for  heie  wo  stand  l)efoio  tiie  heart  of  the 
whole  tiialicr  ami  sec  the  ciiiiiinal  in  the  inakiiifr. 

Keep  Them  Off  the  Streets 

These  clulilri'M  weic  Imi  llic  I'Kiiinri  oi  iJn-ir  eiiv  iiiinment  . 
(liirinj:  the  time  s|)(>nt  i<ll>  in  the  iltisty.  Inisy  streets  they  hail 
^leaiieil  a  krmwledsie  of  profanity,  ilnmkenness  and  many  un- 
speakahle  thinj:s  of  which  they  onjiht  to  lu-  entirely  isinorant,  and 
which  liad  wiirped  and  ilistnrheil  tlie  lieautifiil  purity  and  inno- 
cence of  childhood  till  they  resembled  little,  old,  de^rraded  ami 
debased  men  and  women.  1  wotild  earnestly  a.sk  all  parents  who 
re.id  tlicse  lines  to  consiiler  well  the  moral  danger  they  allow  llieir 
chiidriii  to  incur. when  they  permit  them  to  play  haphazard  around 
the  city  streets. 

What  is  tine  uf  one  larjie  city  applies  more  oi  les^  to  all. 
Social  workers  are  now  everywhere  awakeniiifj  to  the  fact  that, 
for  a  lonjr  time,  much  of  the  effoit.s  and  energies  of  our  law- 
makers have  been  misdirected.  We  have  iir()Muil<;at<>(l  laws,  built 
penitentiaries  and  reformatories  for  the  punishment  of  the  criminal: 
we  have  seen  to  it  that  the  indi\  idual.w  hen  he  becomes  jruiltx-  of 
breakinjx  the  l;.w. shall  sutler  tlie  penalty,  but  we  ha\<'  iloiii'  little 
or  nothing;  to  oider  his  earlier  r'lu  irntmiiMit  ainl  traininj:.  to  ilie  end 
that  he  may  bcronie  a  frir-nd.  and  imt  an  cueiny  of  law  and  order. 
Now.  however,  !in  alteration  is  taking  jdace  and  the  various  coun- 
tries are  ta.kiiif;  cfiirnizance  of  the  fact  that  the  [iresent  wclfan'  of  the 
child  is  of  [iaram<nint  impfutance  to  the  fiittire  welfare  of  the  .state: 
as  a  result  every  dry  "ees  some  new  l;;w  added  to  the  statute  books, 
jliviiifj  more  power  lo  the  \arious  le;:isla'i\e  bodies  to  deal  with 
this  vital  (iu(>stion. 

Health  is  "Wealth 

In  this  ajre  of  strenuous  competition  theie  is  tio  in-ttei'  enilow- 
ment  we  can  i;i\e  our  children  than  that  of  "a  sound  mind  in 
a  sound  body."  One  of  our  irreatest  thinkers  has  told  us  that  "A 
nation's  health  is  a  natioii's  wealth."  The  nation  that  directs 
its  enoffzies  to  insurinj:  the  hisihest  physical  anil  mental  stainlard 
for  its  coniinfi  men  and  womcui  need  have  no  fear  for  the  future. 
Its  future  will  b(  assured. 

In  tills  I  iiiuiection.  public  playurounds  for  cliildren  are  an 
important  factor.  Here  boys  an<l  tjiils  can  enjo\'  w('ll-(U'tr;inizeil. 
healthful,  hapjix'  j:anu's  under  wise  supervision,  while  ileveloping 
their  bodies  and  braciiiL'  their  minds. 
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\Vh;it  i.--  .  iri^r  dono  in  this  connection  thron;rhout  tl»o  I'nited 
Stiitcs  may  I  judiiCil  by  an  inspection  of  tlicir  play^'roiiinls.  In 
many  of  tho  oliicr  cities, these  plavfrrounds  Jiave  been  estnhlisheil 
at  consiiieral)le  cost  on  account  of  tiie  vahie  of  the  lami,  aini  wise 
in  tlie  eNtuMHc  will  lie  the  council  which,  for  a  ^Towin-:  city,  will 
appropiiate  or  buy  tracts  of  laml  for  this  purpo.^^e.  lor  instance, 
here  in  Wiiiiiipe};,  w  iiich  we  .all  feel  sure  will  one  day  rank  as 
one  of  the  world's  hie  cities,  there  is  still  tlie  time  to  accpiire  suit- 
able parcels  of  land  to  be  \ised  as  pulilic  playtrrounds.  Of  course 
these  playjirounds  wlinjiv  lose  tlieir  ellicacy  urdess  placed  under 
jiroper  .siipervision.  Hoys  .■uid  girls  usin<r  ^u(■h  pl:iyj:rounds 
should  be  ciuupelled,  under  the  ban  of  expidsioii,  to  refri.iii  fioni 
indulfiirifi  in  li;:htinf.',  or  improper  lan>:u,i<:e.  or  bad  conduct  of 
any  kind,  and  indeed  should  be  expected  to  lieh.ave  as  they  would 
in  anv  well-refrulateil  home.  Truants  and  children  of  known  bail 
habits  should  be  e\clude<l  from  participatin<r  in  the,-e  i)rivilege.-. 
What  a  liooii  playjrrounds  such  as  these  would  be  to  the  parents 
of  our  bovs  and  girls.  What  a  relief  to  parents  to  know,  especially 
during  the  summer  holidays,  wiien  the  schools  .•!ie  closed,  that 
thev  can  send  their  boy  and  girl  to  such  a  place  for  an  :  ftcriiooii, 
with  the  iissurance  that   ttiey  will  come  to  no  harm. 

Nature  of  Sports 

Such  |>lM\grounds  might  rciiitiiin  .-vsiiigs  for  the  littjo  mics,  .a 
wading  poo!  in  which  they  could  paddle  iluritig  the  hot  .~ummer 
<lays,  and  a  sand  pit  Simple  gymnastic  ;ippliances  such  :;s  par- 
allel and  horizoniid  b.ars  for  tl>e  boys,  as  well  i.s  a  baseliall  ground 
and  a  footl);dl  field,  also  a  swimming  pool.  For  tiie  winter  month-^. 
a  toboggan  slide  and  a  .-ticlcli  of  smooth  ice  for  skating  oi  Imckcy 
for  the  larger  children,  and  a  warm  playroom  for  the  babies. 

We  liccil  nut  iiiiitatc  what  i-  liciiij;  dnf.c  'n  oti'vr  cities.  i>ut 
shoul.l  select  games  and  ainu.-ements  such  as  are  adapted  tn  our 
climate.  Many  of  the  large  ]neces  of  ground  siirroumling  our 
schools  might  be  htted  ii|'  for  this  purpose.  During  the  winter 
months, jiortions  of  the  li  .er  iiiiglit  be  iitili/.ed  by  keejiing  a  stretch 
of  ice  dear  and  usiiiLr  the  banks  for  toboggan  slides.  The  exhibition 
ground  might  be  used  with  advantage  for  this  purpose. in-^teaii  of 
lying  idle  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 

If  this  matter  can  be  utidertaken  liy  the  school  board,  so 
much  the  l)rtter.  .\nd  if  tlir  teachers  in  our  city  school  can  take 
an  interest  in  tlic  <rhc!i:i'  it  xmimM  be  .a  good  thing  for  t!ie  tcacliers. 
too,  for  they  can  learn  more  aliout  bovs  duritig  an  afternoiui's 
jilay  than  they  can  in  si\  months  in  the  school  room.  The  boy  in 
the  school  room  is  cii\(M(>d  "  ith  an  artificial  \crieer  of  good  manners. 
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but  -nit  111  the  (i|irii  he  i>  in  Ins  i,atnr.-il  st:ilc.  :iii.i  under  th«'  CNcitc- 
liiei'.t  of  [>l.iv  (111  the  pl;i\frtniiiiil.  .-how .  ,  w  ll  lnuit  lliiiikilii:,  Ins  Inic 
cliaracti'i 

As  i  >:iiii  iK-lnic,  \Viiiiii|iPi:  Ins  ilic  cip|H.iiiiiiit  \  of  instnllini: 
(hiliirpn's  iilay-rrounils  :\t  a  .siiiall  co.st  now.  l.ut  ii  i>  quite  pl.im 
that,  a  few  years  lience  the  cost  v-'l  he  iinich  LMeatei 

That  they  woiilil  be  a  liooii  aii.l  hetictit  to  thr  poor  dnUreii  of 
theeity  ami  to  all  city  chiliireii  who  can  douhf.' 

That  there  is  a  necessity  for  such  playL'roiiiids.  1  know  that 
all  who  are  cnf;af;e<l  in  work  amoiijist  the  xiuuvj.  and  all  city  j)arents 
will  reailiiv  at'iee 


The 

Public  Playground 

and  its  Relation  to  the 

Juvenile  Court 
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THE  PUBLIC  PLAYGROUND  AND  ITS  RELATION 
TO  THE  JUrVTENILE  COLTRT 

\V(>  liMvr  Mil  old  pidverl)  thiit  "tlio  proof  of  tlii'  pml.linn  i.-<  in 
the  .atiii}:."  like  most  of  our  Aiif:lo-S:i.\on  iirov.-rhs  Us  stylo  is 
tpiso  :iii.l  indc-niil,  Init  its  truth  is  im(lciii:<i)lo.  In  tins  nrliilo. 
I  sliidl  on.lo:ivor  to  I'h'.ro  before  the  rea.ler  statistics  an.l  proot, 
show  ill-:  the  powerful  intlueiice  for  tjoo.l  exerted  (.\er  trouhlesome 
boys  and  jrirls  liy  pi;l)ru-  pl:iy<rrouiit!s. 

I  may  sa%-.  at  the  outset,  tiiat  the  dillieulty  in  wiiiing  :;n 
nrlicie  suVh  as  this. is  not  in  the  ohtainin;:  of  pn  of.  hut  in  eoiupres- 
<iii..  the  hn-e  ;inu.unt  of  proof  obtainable,  within  the  limits  of  this 
iticle  Tl'ie  i.lav-rroun.l  movement  has  Ixcn  estal)lishe  1  lonn 
,.u"-h  to  enable"  us  to  state  most  emphatically  that  it  is  neither 
I  exiieriment.  a   fad  or  a   failure,  but   has  proven  a  distinct  and 


'  i". KL.'.'.o  t,>  ..f.,fr.  .,wwf.  omiihaticallv  that  it  is  iH'itlier 

decided  success  wherover  it  has  been  ^iven  an  ade<|Uate  trial. 


The  Father  of  All  Crime 

Some  one  has  sai.l  that  ■idleness  is  the  father  of  all  crime," 
-ml  Moreau  tells  us  that  •'idleness  ami  vafiabonda-o  are  almost 
'•"iw-v^  with  children,  the  source  of  crime."  Trom  the  larfie  number 
of  records  1  have  studied  in  this  connection.  1  feel  (lUite  safe  in 
<"vin"  that  at  least  SO  i>er  cent,  of  crime  committed  by  juveniles 
and  %"oui,.'  men  is  dire.^llv  traceable  to  iilleuess.  .\propos  of  the 
abov"e,t!ie  following  table,  compiled  by  th.>  celebrated  criminologist, 
I'erriai  i,  is  of  interest . 
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The  above  shows  that  nnt  of  a  i<'t:d  nf  'J  nmi  vomml'  rrinnn.-;ls 
.n-J  \wrc  (c.mpletoly  idle,  with  a  luaxiinuin  of  idleness  at  liie  a-re. 


S  to  III  \ear.s. 


We  road  thai: 
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"Alisciicc  i)f  ofciipation,  i-'  not  ic^i : 

A  iiiimi  <niit«'  i'lK'  i^  a  iiiiii'l  (lislrfsscil." 

Surclv    III)   tnuT   wonls   were  I'V.T   i.cim.'.l.   'llio   r-liil.l 
..(•niimtioii.  in  fa.'t,  U.  <iii<>te  a  i.:ini.l<.\.  Ins  cliief  work  i 
Hr    leurlios    liis   nivMvM    pcrfcclioii    l.>    Ih-ih.i:    a    liealthy 
iiiiil  ho  can  bcconio  a  licaltliy  animal  m  oiii>  -vay  only;  l>y 
ph-nt  V  of  active  i-\<Tciso  in  tlio  (>|>fn  an-.     1  <lo  not  t  I'lnk  it  n< 
to  furtli.T  .•lui.hasizr  tin-  al.sniaitv  of  .IcpnvHi-i  the  city  i 
\n<   cliicf  ocnii.ation   an.l   tlicn  cxi)rcssinj;  surprise  tliat    1 
into  \vn.ii--.l(.ini:.  l.iil  liasien  to  j.lace  before  the  reader    the 
achieved  by  that  ;;reat  foe  to  idleness  and  juvenile  criiiK — tlu 
playtrroiind 

What  Others  Say 

Some  time  a«o  1  sent,  a  circular  letter  to  various  cities  in  t_he 
rrlte.l  States  where  thev  have  had  play^'roun.ls  m  operation  for 
:i  number  of  vears;  amons  other  .piestions.  1  asked  what  ellect 
these  play  centres  had  in  preventing:  juvenile  crime:  the  followinf? 
are  the  replies  I  received:  — 


's  chief 
,.Iay 
animal 
havinjr 
cessarv 
■hild  .if 
i<-  falls 
results 
■  imblic 


.]     Harrows.  Conimissioner    InteniatioiKi 
New  Vork- 


'ririin    ("oiuinissinti. 


.New  x  orK  — 

•'In  replv  to  v.uir  en.|uiiv,  ln>ni  the  .-Jtandpoint  of  the  pre- 
vention of  crime,  we  cunsid.M-  playtcn.unds  for  children  of  the  i;re!;t- 
o^t  importance.  When  the  kitchen  -aniens  w.-re  established 
on  the  west  side  of  New  Vork.in  one  of  the  wor.-t  sections  of  the  citv 
for  vouthful  disorders,  a  distinct  change  for  the  b(>tter  was  noticed 
bv  tlu-  police  in  a  few  months.  I  consider  play^^rounds  for  children 
are  of  the  greatest  imix.rtance  as  measures  for  the  prevention  ot 
crini'^." 
ll,,w;,rd    Uradstreet.  .S'cietary.   New   Ymk   Parks  and    I'lav-nMinds 

Association — 

"It  i'^  noticeable,  in  the  ten  assend4y  di.-trict-  m  thi,-^  city  in 
wliirh  there  is  least  juvenile  deluKiuency.  there  are  more  than  twice 
are  laaiiv  plavgroun.ls  under  park  :..nd  school  board.as  in  the  ten 
(list  ricts  showing  the  most  juvenile  dehiniuency." 
Washington  I'hiyground  Association  — 

"Wc  believe  we  have  raised  tlie  standard  nf  |-,livsi(al  etlinericv 
of  the  children.  We  also  find  that  the  traimng  uhich  u(>  have 
^iven  in  honestv,  obedience  and  courU-y  and  the  power  of  co- 
oix^ration.  would  be  liard  to  'iieasure  iii  teniis  nf  i-.io.iey.  ' 
,(.  Lee,  Vice-j.resident  of  tlie  I'iavuTouud  .Associuion  of  America-- 
•The  police  are    favorable  t..    th(>    plavgrounds,  also  the  school- 
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nnslfM  WV  vv.ul.l  ccMt.inlv  nm  c.n-  tu  do  uit  una  plavtinnm.!., 
on  I"  -ontrarv.  tl.ne  is  a  .nnstant  n^Mtation  ..n  the  part  ..f .  .>tmt. 
",.  t  00  no  n..t  a,.v  plav^n.un.ls  t..  have  the...  rs.abhshe.l. 
\\V  have  now  twe...v-i>Ce  play,.-..una.s  a...l  a.e  a.M...^  at  the  rate 
uf  ..ue  n  vcar  of  an  averupe  size  of  al)....t  three  acres. 
Ml..,,  t'   liun.s  .,f  Chieap*..  School  of  Civies  an.l   l'h.Li.,l  h.^i-s 

•To  su.n  i.p  the  ea.se  for  the  s.nall  i-arks.  the  plaVKr.mn.i.s  an-l 

,  1„.  Inrue  ..ark.s  a.,  well.     A  .small  |.ark  reereat.o..  center  .s.ich  as  those 

,       ,>^so,.th  side  of  (T.icapo.ean  l.e  expecte,!  t<.  he    eo.nc.<lent 

,  ,     ON^      T  cent,  decease  of  j..ve,.ile  .lelin.,..ency  w.th...  a  .adn.s 

f       i  :  ,  ,  !..   and  to  p,ovi.le  a  -lisfict  with  adequate  play  fac.ht.es 

.ilom.i.le.'t     with  a  .edncion.  i..  j..venile  dehnqnoney,  of  f-.n 

■js  [„T  cent .  to  71)  |.ri  cent,  or  44  per  cent,  as  an  avei-ajic. 

Chirlcs  !•:.  liiinhes.  Governor  of  New  V(.rk  — 

■     -We  w:,nt  plavfiro.u.ds  fnr  the  rhild.-e.i  to  con.servethe  morals 

.,f  ,lH.       nplc     'rhe^hes.  way  to  fain  a  hoy  .o  do  r.,ht  .s  .lot     o 

,      ,Vn,    m.u  tea.'s  ab.n.t  his  wonj:  don,;:.  Imt  to  show  hi.ti  .he 

I  ^l-;^;:,  \\\  an  honoraHe  a.,d  ha„py  boyhood^       Ms  <«;;;;-   ;:';',; 

o,„,o,tunitv  to  pit)ve  what  is  m  him  in  }ioo<l  «<'ik.     .\.i.l  tlic  ^oo.i 

'  Id  s    ,  ^^  i..    I..'  .nam.  with  excepti.ms  that  only  prove  the  .ule^ 

ve  t  ;   .e  .he  .neater  attraction :  hovhnod  and  prlhood  must  have 

vent     .    li  vfit  is  na..ual.  i-    :s  ti.ht.     We  want  play«.-o,.ml.s 

in  o,    e     th  .■  ;.•   ...:,v   aid   in   the  ,levoh.p"»-t      I   the  sen.i.ne.i 

honor       1  do  .,n,  k.,ow  of  any  hel.er  wav  to  .each  a  l">.v    <>  l>>^ 

on   r     le  and  straight  than  .o  udve  him  a  cha.jce  ...  play  wi.l    h.s 

n     ,'•        If  thetvis  one  thi..^  that  we  need  it  is  the  co,;s,an. 

0        ;'     sa,„on.  ...n-  citizens  of  that  spi.it  of  fair  p.ay,  that  w.ll.n^- 

nJssinvictorv   which   we  identifv   with   true  spo.-t   ,an,l   which   .s 

learned  best  of  all  in  cl,il.lho.)d  niM„Mh.>  playfrround. 

.1.  .1  K,.i-..nrr..in,iin-- 

.•.\   v.>,u,i:   fellow   wh.>  noes  in   hea.-.Uv   tor  athletics   and   for 
onen-dr  amnsiMnen.  is  ^oin.'  to  make  a  fine  ,n:m  and  a  good  citizen, 
ffi  is   iVmialto   retiecrthat   happiness,  wluch   spnn.s   from   ,ood 
health,  into  the  ndnd>  and  hearts  of  those  ann,.,d  h.m. 
Experience  In  Winnipeg 

Now  f.,r  our  ..wn  expe.-ieii.v  riLd.t  h.MC  m  Winnipeg, 
,Hv  P.'  U-e  last  .su.n.ner  f.  visit  .h,-  ph>v,rou..d  sta.teu  by  the 
Mot  le  s  l^sociation  of  this  city.  an,i  the  si.ht  of  the  .nany  happv 
bo  s  and  ..iris  plavinj,  there  an.l  their  tnenw  an.hter  certamly  did 
one  good  It  is  als.r  worthy  of  n-.te  that  .lunn,  the  perio.l  the 
pPn-.CT,d.  was  runt.in!/,  on  WiUian.  ave.nie,  not  om-  suu 
ofVhr,n.|iiencv  w:.s  .-eportcd  f.-oin  that  locality. 


It,  was 


de  ease 


i 
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Tlu'iT  ciin  In-  no  .lifTcrctirc  of  opinion  nl'out,  Uio  v.  luo  nf  pliiy- 
irro.m.ls:  it  is  a  (nirMioii  of  t!;«'tti"K  «^n.).inh  of  tliem.  VV  lu-.i  wo  r:ir» 
care  for  fir.-s  iiropcrlv  willioiit  hoMCiiiul  water,  \vcc:in  oaro  for  child- 
icii  properly  uitlioat  playt^roiiinlH. 

The  movement  lowiinlrt  playRroiindM  in  .Miapl/  ;'  tardy  rero^i;. 
nition  of  tlie  faet  thiit  w«'  h;ive  l)een  trying  to  deal  v.ilM  oidy  ono 
lialf  of  II  cliiUI  in  tlic  sehoolrooni.uud  haveontirely  oiiatted  (o  piO- 
vi<le  for  the  other,  ami  even  more  iinpoitint  sido,  wl.i..>»  moHt  tin. I 
••xprestiion  on  the  phiy^ruuiid 


The  Cost 
and  Management   of 
Public    Playgrounds 


THE  COST   AND  MANAGEMENT  OF 
PUBLIC  PLAYGROUNDS 

Multitm  in  I'anit  is  :u.  aliimalilf  iiiotlo,  hut  one  liinl  to 
c:irry  out  when  writiii;;  ;in  nrticlc  (•()\oiiii^  tlie  iikiii\  [ihiiscrt  of  [ih'.y- 
pioiind  work  siiiiiiiicil  up  in  tin'  wonlf,  "Cost  tmil  in;in:i);piii('tit ." 
To  deal  with  these  subjeit.s  in  an  adeqiuifc  manner  unnM  entail  the 
w  riling  of  a  volume  of  foMni(hihle  i>roi)ortions. 

Truly,  "of  the  niakinj;  of  hooks  there  is  no  ••nil.  "  however. 
I  think  I  can  best  attiiin  the  ol)je(t  in  view  hy  hrietly  outlininj; 
the  methods  ohtaininj;  in  some  of  the  jirincipal  playground  centres, 
wliiTC  play;;rounds  have  he(>n  in  opention  for  a  nuiuhcr  of  years. 

Administration 

The  methods  that  have  iiict  with  a  rmi^idcr ahlc  amoiinl  of 
8  iccess  are  as  follows:  — 

1st.  Voluntary,  (a)  A  Im-  1  <  oiuMiiitci'  or  cluli  uurkin;; 
throuLdi  a  cotumittee;  (b)  Several  societies  or  clubs  workiiji; 
through  a  joint  coinmit  tee ;  '<■)  .\  playt:rf)und  a.^s(uiation  com- 
prisiiifi  interested  pi'i>(ins.  having;  cuniniit  tecs  for  dirffient  parts 
of  the  work 

2nd.  HiKild  of  iJlucatidU.  (a)  A  ciMiilnilti'c  :ippninte.l  hv 
the  board  to  londucl  summer  t'kiy;;rounds;  (h)  \  de[)aitm('tit 
of  r'l.iygrounds  and  recreation  centres;  (d)  A  depanmiMil  ol 
hygiene. 

l-ird.  Municipal.  (:\)  A  [)Liyi;r()und  comuuttef  appointed 
by  the  Mayor  and  ("ity  CiMincil ,  (h)  ihel'ark  Department  wrjrkiii;: 
tlirou;;h  its  superintendent,  or  a  committt>e;  (c)  the  t'ity  Council 
by  (h'u'iratiiii:  the  work  to  any  city  department,  such  ad  the  Health 
Department  or  the  Public  Works  Department 

4th.  ('orid)inations  of  the  above,  (a)  .\  playirround  i  om- 
mission  appointed  by  the  .Mayor  and  theCity Council,  -uppoitcd  by 
civic  firants  and  [lublic  subscriptions;  (b)  .\  luc:  I  playground 
association  supported  by  both  private  subscription  and  civic 
ap[)ro|)riations;  (c)  .\  local  society  or  club  with  the  assistance 
and  <o-o[)eration  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  the  City  Council. 

Brief  outline  of  a  plan  for  jila\t:rouiids. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  playground  system  of  every  city  should 
rejiresent  a  pia.n  which  would  [uovide  a  [ilayground  within  reason- 
fible  walking  dist.a.nce  of  every  child.  I'lav  under  !.>roper  rondifions 
is  essential  to  the  health,  as  well  as  to  ti.e  social  and  moral  well- 


20 


Ai'i'i;  \i,   Kiu   I'l-xMiic'i  SD- 


lu-in-  ..f  tlic  chil.l;  thnclnrc.  |.l:!y-rouii.l>  ;rc  ;i  ncc<-sity  lor  ill 
fiiil.rrcn  :l-  11/-I1  s"  :•^  arc  sclu.ols,  :!iul  ihcrctorf  ihcy  must  .0 
so  Incited  that  :.::  el  ildroii  can  reach  tlicin.  Ornamental  pai^kn 
niav  l.e  eliminated  from  this  qucr-tion.  they  do  not  count,  so  far 
•.s  their  utility  .-.s  ulavjiro.inds  is  concerne.!;  nmic  imt  very  -n.:  II 
children  c;:n  use  them  for  i)lav.  lor  school  |)la\ ,  .rounds,  the  most 
c  rel'i'l  estimate  which  I  have  heen  able  to  make  of  tlie  needs  of 
children,  makes  it  evi<leni  that  the  present  London  reciuuenieiit 
is  the  miiiimnni  amount  that  should  he  provide.l.  1.  e.  :«)  sciuare 
feet  of  iilayfironnd  for  each  (diild  in  a  school. 

\s  |nd)lic  education  is  now  recofiiiized  as  a  public  fun<'iion 
tor  public  supi>()rt,  and  plavjirounds  are  a  neces,sity  for  the  well- 
hcin"  of  children,  plavf^nninds  slxndd  be  on  land  owned  by  the  city 
and  oi.erated  at  the  citv's  expen.se.  There  should  be  at  least  one 
n|-v.rround  in  each  school  district,  an.l  this  ou-ht  to  provide  tor 
not"  h-ss  .han  two  acres  of  idav-rouu.l  for  (mcIi  4.(M1()  children. 

The  nio.st  extemled  e\perimcnis  whicli  have  been  carried  on 
in  recent  vears.imlica  th.U  the  l.r-esi  u.-efulness  of  those  hd,].. 
.-nnot  be' reached  without  the  (■\i^Ience  of  playLM-ound  buildm-s, 
however,  in  view  of  the  necessitv  of  adaptiuir  tliese  buildinjis  to 
|)-,riicular  loctd  conditions,  it  would  probably  be  wise  to  erect 
one  such  builditif:  an,l  test  it  ii.  all  details  i.clore  rci  omMeiidm- 
I  he  general  plan  to  thecitv. 

riavtrrounds  do  not   meet  the  needs  of  the  "Ider  boys,  thai  is 
olavirrouiuls  on  which  the  little  ones  are  cared  for.     llenu-  it  seems 
necessary  to  have  athletic  fields,  one  for  each  iiuarler  of  the  city 

four  in  :  11  . 

Playground  Building 

\n  ideal  plav-round  buiMin-  would  coiupri.-e  the  l"nllou  in-:-- 
1  ir-^t  door  plavVoom  for  small  children,  toilets,  shower  .and  tub 
baths  Second"  floor,  a  branch  of  the  public  library,  small  readum 
room,  an  auditorium  to  be  nsed  for  ineetinfis.  etc,  three  or  f..ur 
dub  rooms  Third  floor,  the  whole  of  this  lloor  to  be  used  as  a 
Tvmna.sium  In  a  buildin-  laid  out  alon^:  the  lines  indicated  above, 
we  should  have  t''>  followin-  advantages:  l>t.  a  public  bath. 
•Jnd,  a  i.uhlic  eonito.l  station,  ihd.  a  librarv,  Ith.  an  auditorium. 
Hth.'a  play-room;  (ith.  a  gymnasium  ;  all  in  one  buildiu-. 

Economy 
This  would  make  for  a  .-aviuii  m  co.st  of  buildin-,  a  .savin-  iii 
nnintenanee  expenses,  and  each  department  of  the  building  would 
su|.o!ement  the  other  Besides,  it  wouM  become  a  social  center 
for  the  cotnmonitv  in  the  m  itiliborhood  in  which  it  was  established 
for  both  child  and  parent. 


Appkm.  T'ih   ri.wi.uniNns 
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Playground  Equipment 
If  fuiuls  permit,  it  ahvay.  pays  to  equip  %vith  first  I'f^^^  'iPPa- 
rt.u     in   ;,   permanent   manner.   In.t   if  tins   .s   not   feasible,  home- 
nK,!le  'ipp.ratus  should  not  he  hanl  to  nl„:„n:  .he  tulln.m,  w-mM 
sullici'forasmalliilay^'rounil:  — 

Onechuletlieclmtes.  ,       ,    ,. 

fcur  Ih.x  su  in-s  for  sm;ill  chii.lren  umler  shelter. 

Four  sand  pits  for  small  chiianMi  un.ler  shelter. 

Four  laifie  swings. 

One  horizonti'l  bar. 

Three  teteis. 

One  jump  i)it. 

One  basket  ball  ^rround  anil  e<iuniiu(Mit . 

Two  (pHiit  frrouiuls. 

Skippim:  ropes,  ete. 

In  \Va^hinL'ton.tliern,~t  of  maku.-  ihc  ab..ve  wits  as  f""^>_«2''-^ 
Brackets  for  lamps.  wi;es.  ete.  ""r'^SS 

Hauling l^O 

'.Hi  77 


Keys    

CariKMitiT  and  laborer 
Lumber  .  ■  • 


1    sii 


Incidentals  

Hope,  pails,  dippers,  ete  ■ 

The'avera-e'cosl  of  mainta.mn^  -0  pla vjrrounds  fm'  10  weeks, 
at  Wasiunjztom  was.  per  dav.  1:  rent-  por  ..hild.  Duriin^  HK).. 
and   lOUti  the  eitv  received  the  folio,  m,  .rants  l„r  the  -^^^^^ 

1 '■">■'•  "i'r.r,(M) 

■Ih,.   Wa^hinplon   I'lay-n.und   a.>ociaUo!i  claim   ihat    lor 

%]->{)  thev  can  eipiip  a  .school  playfiround. 

SIUH)  thev  can  e.piip  and  maintain  a  schoo    plavoroun.l. 

$1    will  provide   for  one   child   on   a   uell-directed    plav.n.und 

'""•lVl'"S'funn.h  a  child   wuh  a   .ell-dueCed    plav.r„und 
'"'  'oJl'of  recreation  centers  m  the  borough  of  .Manhattan,  .N.  V. 

"*^-.r       .-   ,    n     ,  *l,71't.l55   UO 

Hamilton  lish  Turk  ■' 74S.1-J2  IH) 

Thomas  .lelTcrson  I'ark  1  SI  11  ii"  00 

Seward  I'ark 


Ai'iMM.   iiiK    I'l.  \>(.i:(ir\i)s 


(■orlciis  I'.uk   

MuHktiv  Bond  I'.-rk 
Hudson' I'lirk 
.loliii  .l;iy  Park 
iCast  UivcT  i'ark 


I,:i7().4_'l()() 

l..")_'L',(»").')   <)() 

").•{;{,  71  i").  05 

:{;}s,.-):{4  00 

r)22,ns  S8 


Plan  of  Operation 


IliTc  \v("  must  consiilcr.  lirst,  lotiirth  of  tinio  tlH>  work  shall  be 
coiiductcii :  atid  second,  liouisduriuj:  which  the  plavirrouutl  shall  he 
open.  .-Xs  to  length  of  time,  I  lielieve  playjrrounds  ou<rht  to  he 
carried  on  ail  tlie  year  round.  The  houis  ini;rht  he  arraiified  as 
follows: — I'ali  and  winter,  aftei'iioons  and  e\enin{:d  after  school 
and  a  day  of  ahout  7  or  N  hours  on  Saturtlay.  Tlie  summ(>r  would 
rciiuirc  a  sjiecial  time  table.  Some  playgrounds  iia\('  two  ses>ions 
a  day,  each  made  uj)  of  occupation  and  play  periods.  Tlie  hoys 
can  he  kept  bu.sy  with  the  .apparatus,  tiie  jtames  ami  athletics, 
tlie  frirls  will  he  interested  with  jiames,  ff)lk  dances,  sinf;in;r,  etc.. 
the  smaller  children  of  both  se.xes  tiiid  constant  amusement,  witli  the 
swings,  see-saws,  games,  story  telliiitr.  sand  pits,  etc. 

Instructors 
l"or  children  under  10  I  believe  women  are  tlie  best  instructors 
for  children  over  that  age  I  would  advise  male  instructors.  It 
must,  of  course,  1)0  a  sine  qua  mm  that  the  instructor  is  a  lover  of 
children  ami  a  lover  of  games;  he  must  act  as  a  play  iejuler  and 
super\isor  and  the  success  of  a  pi.nyground  will  depend  very  much 
on  his  tact  and  abili'  v 

An  All-round  Playground 

The  ninrc  a  [ilayground  combines  difTeient  ages. the  hcttt  r  it 
will  he.  Tlie  kindergarten  ])l;.tf(u-m  is  a  perennial  sour(e  of 
interest  to  people  of  all  ages.  It  is  \v(  II  that  the  family-boys  and 
girls,  little  children  and  |)arent  •.  should  tind  interests  and  amuse- 
ments together.  The  new  small  parks  in  Chicago  combine  play- 
grounds for  little  cliildnui,  wtiding  pools,  indoor  and  outdoor 
uynmasiums.  ff)r  hoys,  girls,  men  wnA  women,  respectively;  ball 
fields,  lihi'ary  and  buildings  w  h(Tc  cluiis  can  meet. 

In  conclusion,  what  weshoidd  work  for  is-- First, ade(]u;ite  i)lay- 
ground  s]iace  and  opjiortiinity  for  play  for  every  child  in  the  city 
."second,  at  least  .30  S(|u:ire  feet  of  school  playground  for  every  child. 
Third,  an  outdoor  playground  of  not  less  than  two  acres,  on  land 
owned  by  the  city,  for  each  school  district, or  every  4.000  children; 
each  playground  to  contain  separate  parts  for  boys  and  girls,  jin 
out-door  gymnasium,  a  running  track,  a  wading  pool,  a  .swimming 
pool;  a  !niiuici])a  gytiinasium,   to  he  liLditeil  at    uiLrlit  for  working 
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hdvs  mill  vouiii.'  men;  evoniii;:  rccrt'iitinii  ccntrr,--  tor  w  ikiiiL' 


hovs 


Mini  jrirl-'. 


Important 


Anil  above  nil  I  wuiihl  cmphiu-ize  the  fact.  th:!t  :is  pLiyju'roiinds 
;ir(«  rii'cilcil.iiot  (iiily  for  jiour  children  hut  for  nil  chiMrcn  livinj;  in 
the  city;  therefore,  these  playtrrouinls  .-should  not  he  H\ipported  hy 
private  charity;  they  are  a  piihlic  neces.^ity.  .as  schools  are  a  puldic 
necessity,  and  they  should  he  stipjiorted  and  niainiaiiicd  m  tiie 
same  manner. 


What 
Prominent  Citizens 

Think  of 
Public  Playgrounds 


WHAT   PROMINENT  QTIZENS  THINK  OF 
PUBLIC  PLAYGROUNDS 

Attorney-General's  Opinion 

"1  mil  \'.'V\  iiiiu-li  111  ia\iir  oi  tin.-  mm  ciiii'iil  :  1  liclicvc  U  uiniKl 
l.<>  a  valuaMo  factor  in  l)uil(lin<r  up  the  pliysical  :in(l  moral  wolfarc 
of  our  I'itv  chililron.  Ilxprrioiicc  teaches  that  tho  (Icvplopmciit  ot 
rohii.-^l  liealtli  slioiild  lie  the  first  consideration  of  any  system  ot 
(■(hication  ami  the  health  of  all  people,  opeciallv  childreii.  is  larirelv 
(lepemlent  on  life  in  the  open  air. 

■•The  delilierntions  of  tiie  luherculosis  conjjresses  in  (iermanv 
have  reMiile-l  in  the  iounilin<;  of  playpronnils  throujihout  that 
count rv  We  m'c  our  ciiv  children,  durin-,'  the  lon>i  summer 
vacation,  turned  loo.<e  on  the  hot  and  dusty  streets  with  nothinjr  to 
do;  the  discipline  of  the  school  term  is  destroyed  l)y  the  idleness 
of  the  summer  lime. 

"The  iisiny:  of  the  streets  i>  ohviously  absurd  ami  bad  lot'  the 
whole  pomnnmlty.  First,  for  the  child  himself,  <m  account  of  the 
noise,  heat  and  constant  dan<ier  of  bein^'  run  over  ■•ecoiid.  loi 
the  business  i)eople  in  tlie  nei<:hborhood.  who  are  aiuioyed  liy  the 
throwing;  of  missiles,  tiie  breakiiiL'  "f  windows,  the  p,.rloimii^'(if 
fruit  and  manv  other  troubles  incident  to  boyish  i)lay  and  miM-hi('f. 
Tliird.  foi'  diivci>  of  every  kind  of  vehicle  who  are  constantly 
startle<l  bv  the  appearance  of  pl.ayiiifr  children  in  frotit  of  tlieir  car 
or  wafion.'  Fotirth.  for  the  parents  who  are  worryiiiL'  about  the 
mor.al  and  phy.-ical  welfare  of  their  children." 

Hon.  T.  M.  Daly 

The  Hon.  T.  .M.  Halv  l>  a  cnr,lial  suppoiter  of  llie  playground 
movement  and  one  .if  tlie  first  to  brin;:  it  before  the  citi/.ens  of 
\Vinnipe>r.  lie  delivered  tin  address  on  this  subject  before  the 
Mother.-.'"Association  two  years  Hiio  which  .so  imjitessed  the  ladiespre- 
.sent  that,  thev  ojiened  a  small  jilayfiround  on  WilPim  .\vemie  the 
followinfi  sunimer.  The  following  letter  from  Mr.  Ddv  (.mtains 
a  .siifigestion.  outlinini:  another  phase  of  playj:roui:d  wmk. 

Winnipef:,  Man.    loth  December,  I'.tUS. 

11    11    Smith.  Ks(|., 

>erietarv  to  the  School  Hoard, 
\\  inni|ieL', 

Dear  Sir.  ,  ,   ,  ,  j 

1  am  very  plea.-ed  to  .-n    that    the  School   Hoard   has  a(1o[)tea 
the  priaciple  of  medical  in>iiect  ion  in  our  sidiool.-. 
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I  hiivo  aiinllicrsufiyiestiiin  t(i  make  wliicli  I  liope  will  Ik- accepted 
in  tlie  sanios|iiiil  llial  iiiv  Idmium  .-Ufrjrestioiis  have  been,  ami  lliat  is, 
that  I  would  like  the  School  Board  to  take  up  the  i|U('stion  of 
encouraniiif:  the  childieii  in  the  cultivation  of  flowers  and  shrubs. 
It  woidd  l)e  'ery  easy  to  set  aside  a  certain  portion  of  the  school 
■irounds  attached  to  each  school  and  to  furnish  the  necessary  seeds; 
while  some  person,  such  as  the  caretaker,  could  instruct  them. 
The  cultivation  of  flowers  not  oidy  has  an  elevatin^i  effect  on  the 
inimls  of  the  children,  but  would  create  an  interest  o\itside  their 
(jrdinary  lives,  and  have  a  very  bcneticial  iidluence  ^'enerallv. 

The  hovs,as  well  as  the<;irls,  shouM  be  encouraired  in  this 
coniinendabie  work.  Althoujrh  the  .sea.sons  are  short  in  Manitoba 
we  all  know  from  personal  experience  how  (piickly  and  well  flowers 
ftrow.  .\!v  experience  in  dealin<:  with  boys  and  pirls  indicates  tiiat 
half  their' troubles  arise  from  the  want  of  liavinj:  some  partic\ilar 
interest  oulsiile  the  humdrum  of  everyday  affairs.  .\nythin^ 
that  can  \ipiift.  elevate  or  en;;af;e  their  minds  after  school  hours 
cannot  but  effect  irood.  Trusting:  that  my  susrsrestioii  will  be 
receiveil  in  t!)e  spirit  in  which  it  is  <:iven.  believe  me, 

^'ours  faiiliftdiy. 

T,    Mavne   Didw 

I'cHcc    Majiistrale. 
Archbishop  Matheson 
1    verv  ciirdially    iipjirove  of  the  proposal  of  providinj:  |)lay- 
grounds  for  children.      Both  physically  and  morally  it  is  of  .supreme 
importance   to  our   youni:   i)eople,    that   they   should    have   ample 
room,  or  convenient  centres,  for  out-door  sport  or  exercise. 

■■()pen-airj;ainestend  tol)uild  uj)  a  strong  physicpie  ami  a  jrood 
constitution,  the  exjierience  of  all  aires  and  all  nations  jjoes  to  jirove 
this,  but  it  is  not  only  the  body  that  is  beneficially  affected  by 
fresh  air  and  manly  sport.  Those  who  have  had  to  do  with  the 
traininji  of  the  youiij:  know  that  tl.e  plavfzround  i-^  no  small  factor 
in  moral  upbuiidin<:. 

"Looking.'  back  over  my  e.xperieiicein  collejre  and  .school  life, 
extendinir  now  over  a  very  considerable  mimber  of  years  1  am  more 
ami  more  convinced  of  the  truth  of  this;  when  there  i.s  a  healthy 
interest  in  outdoor  jiames.  not  only  is  there  vijrorous  physical 
health,  but  there  is  also  a  wholesome  moral  tone  in  a -:chool.  ■■.Mens 
mna  in  cnrpon  xnito."  What  is  true  of  a  school  is  also  true  of  a 
city  or  community.  By  all  means  let  us  have  ample  and  spacioits 
playjirounds  throufzhout  our  city;  we  can  make  no  better  investment 
in  the  interests  of  the  development  of  the  irrowinjr  maidiood  and 
wDinanhoixi  of  our  ytniiifi. — .S,  1*.  Ru|)erls  Laud." 
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Mayor  Sunford  Evans 

■'I  licartily  supiiort  the  iiKivonu'iit  tui-  ostalilish'm.i:  piiMic 
|)l;iy>;r()iin(is  for  tlif>  cliiliiii'ii  of  Wiimiiu'i;.  1  war*  vi-ry  n'"''  l'> 
oxprcsri  iiiysolf  in  favor  of  the  oxpcriiiK'iit  tried  in  the  city  last 
summer,  and  I  Ix'iieve  liiat  tiial  experiment  demonstrated  hoth 
llie  need  and  value  of  puliiic  play>;rounds.  Any  assistance  1  can 
lend  to  this  luovoment  I  siiall  l)e  ;;lad  to  trive. " 

N.  J.  Black 

"I  am  very  mticli  in  fa\(U'  ol  your  project  i>\  estahlistiinj; 
(ilayjrrourids  tliro\mhout  tin-  city,  the  principal  reason  heinj:  that 
my  experience  has  shown  that  a  ^reat  majoiit\-  of  our  poor  hoys  ami 
fiiris,  irrespective  of  parentafre.  would  turn  out  veil  if  they  were 
only  niven  a  chance,  and  one  of  the  Ix-st  chances  that  can  he  fiiven 
them  is  the  opportunity  which  t  he  playiirounds  afford  of  i;et  tiny;  away 
from  thoir  .seniors  and  their  environnu'nt.  1  believe  that  with 
proper  supervision  and  manaftement.  these  ph'yizrounils  can  he 
n^.ade  a  very  lasting  lienefit  to  our  city  and  countiy." 

G.  F.  R.  Harris 

•I  am  plc:i.-ed  iui.ced  to  see  that  at  last  some  organized  effort 
is  heinj;  made  lo  |)r()vide  playjiiounds  for  children  of  this  city. 
Nothing,  in  my  opinion,  is  better  for  boys  than  properly  sui)ervisod 
playj^roiinds  where  they  are  (>iicourai;ed  to  iro  in  for  ma:dy  frames 
and  kcH'p  off  the  streets." 

G.Moody,  B.A.LL.B. 

I  believe  tlitit,  next  to  food,  the  playground  is  a  necessity  to 
ttie  chud.  I'l.-iyiirounds  woulil  t)rin<;  thousands  from  the  daufrers 
of  the  streets  and  many  more  from  the  confinement  of  dirty  miser- 
able kitcliens  and  back  yards  to  the  necessary  air  and  exercise; 
it  would  only  be  the  rccoirnition  that  is  .lue  from  the  public  in 
respect  to  the  necessities  and  decencies  of  c'>\ld  life  and  environment. 
The  child  of  today  Is  the  man  of  t(unorrow.  and  I  think  the  authori- 
ties shoidd  assist  the  measure.  If  it  is  done.  I  should  like  to  see 
provision  made  for  comfort.able  recreation  durini:  winter.  I 
think  somcthinj:  shoidd  l)eilone  without  fail." 

H.  C.  Stovel 

"1  would  say  th.'it.  this  movement  has  my  hearty  ajiproval 
It  issimjily  carryinc  out  what  the  Parks  Board  liave  liad  in  view 
for  man>   years.    .Many  a  time  the  matter  has  conie  up  before  us. 


It  ..»_■;  .       »'.  .;  ij-i.l  t  J  ..    1   I  Y       j.^J  1  ff  frf»«f  (W  1        t 


1,.,)  tl„. 


,u}~ 


it    tUi 


2« 


AlM'lAl.    I  Ml(     ri.AM.HdlMis 


schools  slioiilil  l)c  utilized  t'or  such  work.  It  soeiiis  um  \>:\<[  that 
our  school  firouiids  are  not  titled  up  more-  for  this  line  tliau  they 
arc.  It  was  indeed  a  plea.sant  sijilit  ilurinjr  the  holidays  the  past 
season  to  see  a  ininiiier  of  childien  cnjoyinj;  the  apparatus  furnished 
them  at  the  school  iiiouuds  " 

R.  B.  Graham's  opinion 

"I  desire  to  express  my  hearty  .synif)athy  with  the  project, 
and  my  apineriation  of  the  object  to  he  jrained.  I''nvirr)nment, 
rather  than  heredity,  is  the  niouldinj;  asrent  of  character.  It  i.s, 
therefore,  our  manifest  duty  to  see  to  it  that  the  environment  of 
the  childreti  of  our  city  durintr  the  plastic  jieriod  when  everv  in- 
HueiK'e  leaves  a  lastiiitr  impression  for  >:ood  or  e\il.  should  lie  such 
as  to  result  in  men  ami  wiuuen  of  whom  we  feel  proud. 

"Children  are  out-of-door  aniuutls.  Confineiucnt  is  as  ab- 
horrent to  their  nature  as  it  is  detrimental  to  their  health.  Seek- 
injr  the  out-of-doors  in  the  city,  v.here  are  they  to  find  ii,s;ive  in 
the  streets  a n<l  lanes,  where  tliey  ciune  in  constant  cotUiict  with 
vice  in  some  oi-  all  of  its  forms" 

".No  one  know,--  licttcr  tiuin  I  ho.-e  enyaiied  in  ilie  administration 
of  justice  the  result  of  a  street  education  to  -i  child.  He 
rapidly  ac(|inres  a  knowledge  beyond  his  years  that  is  not  wisdom, 
a  precocity  n  vice  that  is  deplorable  and  a  disreirard  of  the  laws 
of  society  whicii,  cncu  in  his  tender  years,  b?ini;.-  Iiiin  into  the  Inaids 
of  the  police. 

"The  imlilic  phiv^rround  under  pr(i|)ci'  .-upeix  i.^ioii  ^ives  the 
real  siihition  of  the  pn.lilem.  There,  the  sjiace.  the  air,  the  out- 
of-doors  and  the  fr(>cd(mi  fi(un  too  severe  control,  are  av.iilable 
to  the  child,  w  liilc  the  |ii>s,<iliilitics  lif  c\il  are  reduced  to  a  mininuim. 

"In  tlie  child  whose  play  iiours  are  spent  on  such  a  playjirotind 
lather  tiKin  in  the    treets,  1  believe  we  shall  liiiil.  in  time,  t  he  ty[)e 
of  in;itiiioo(i  and  wouuiidinod  we  admire  and  tire. I," 

What  G,  Patterson  Thinks 

"I  have  Ion;.;  Ix'cii  o!  opinion  that  such  playjrrounds.  under 
proper  supervision,  would  be  very  desirable  and  necessary  for  the 
projier  development  of  the  physical  and  moral  ciiaracters  of  the 
chil(h-en  of  this  city. 

"In  tli(^  al).sence  of  such,  the  (  hildren  are  forced  to  play  in  the 
streets  and  lanes,  they  leain  vciy  little  good  in  that  way,  and  often- 
'inios  evil," 
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J   A.  Oviis  Willing    3  Help 

'■|  am  heartily  in  atcord  with  the  inuvfiiii'iil  aiul  wish  \oti 
i-vcry  "iiicccs-i.  The  kiiowlcijiro  (if  honest,  manly  play  is,  wiilmiit 
"l<Mil)l,  lieyonil  estimate,  and  any  assist. a  nee  I  can  leniler  \()ii  will 

'm'  .m   |)lc:i-'iiie," 

Ex-Mayor  Ashdown  Speaks 

•  riulei  proper  ilireetion  and  eoiitrol.  1  am  thoroiiirhly  in 
accord  witii  your  views  and  will  ho  i;lad  to  help  in  ;iny  reasona.hle 
way  I  can.  linancially  orotlu'rwise. 

"My  own  impression  is,  and  has  heen.  thai  tlie  school  "irounds 
slioiild  he  largely  utilized  for  the  piirpo.se.  ']"hey  are  naturall>- 
iocat<'d  where  the  population  of  children  deniatids  theni.  anil  as 
such.it  seems  to  nu-.  would  in  this  resjx'ct  he  emiiieuily  suited  for 
\our  pur)>oses.  and  if  ttiey  cannot  fill  the  hill  entirel\  .  they  woulil 
do  so  I  a  larjic  extent,  and  aiiythinir  furthei-  must  he  (ihtaiiied  liy 
III  her  hie. ins." 

Hamilton  Wigle 

■'I  am  in  enthusiastic  accord  with  your  idea  of  recreation 
siroiinds  for  childreii.  l-lvcry  condition  that  makes  it  jiossihle  f(U' 
the  exercise  of  the  iiatur.al  impulse  of  the  child  tends  to  the  devel- 
opment of  his  whole  lieiny;.  I'lay  is  instinctive  in  all  yoiiny;  life. 
Let  us  throw  open  the  liesi  and  lirii;litest  s]io:s  of  our  city  to  the 
tr.-imp  of  little  feet,  the  i;aze  of  bright  eyes,  and  we  will  have  a  more 
vitrorous  race  and  less  need  of  hospitals  and  refoi-uiatories." 

Vice-President  Wiiyte 

Canadian  I'acitic  Hailwa\  . 

Winiiipei;.   loili.    }'M\s. 
i     .1.  liilliarde.  Ivsq.. 

Su perii'.iendem  oi  .\c^lect(■d  Cliildieii. 
I'rovince  of  Maniioii.-i. 

I'aili.iineiil   |{uildiiit;s. 
Wiunipci;. 
M\    Dear  Sii  ; - 

1  ha\e  received  your  circular  letter,  also  circular  enclosed 
\\  il  ii  let  ler.  relat  iiiii  to  movement  to  .secure  play  grounds 

I  have  no  hesitation  ir.  ;rivin^-  to  tlie  scheme  my  full  and  iin- 
i|iialitieil  endorsatiim.  as  I  am  a  jireat  l'"liever  in  the  younj;  people 
lieinji  broiijiht  ui>  as  much  as  possible  in  the  open  air.  .so  that  thoy 
nuiy  be  eijuiped  with  a  healthy  body  to  (<i'ter  upon  the  "brMtle  of 
life."  A  healthy  body  atida  juire  mind  are  \aliiable  assets,  (treat 
lir.iiii  power  uitlioul  .-i  her.llhx'  bodv  is  sjidlv  h.'indiciipiied.  and  an 
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iiii|iiin'  luiiiil  is  a  Idm.I  lliat  will  inovitahly  exercise  a  .leiiu.ializinj: 
influence  over  the  ImxIv.  hi:"1>1!'I1.V  wearini;  its  resistance  liowii  to 
the  lueakinj:  point. 

Afiain  expressiiif:  my  iiiuinalitieil  approval  of  this  niovenient . 
and   with   tl>e  hope  that   it    will   he  l)tdii-ht    to  a  s\iceesstul  issue. 

believe  me, 

\'ouis  MM  V  t  inly, 

W.    \V.    Whyte. 

Second   \'ice-l*resideiit . 

7  Sherhrooke    iiiock. 

\\  innipe};. 
sih  Octolier.  l!)^»'^. 
1  ..I.  HiUiaide.  i;s(|.. 

Supeiiiitenilent  of  Nejilected  Children. 
City. 
Dear  ."^ir:  — 

If  the  futtire  ()f  this  city  depends  on  the  character  of  it.s  citizens, 
and  if  the  character  of  the  futtire  citizens  is  Vicing  made  very 
hufielv  in  the  plavjrroun.ls  of  today,  then  such  ])layjri-ounds  onpht 
not  to  he  the  streets.  Tiiis  seems  to  me  a  sutlicient  reason  for  mv 
hein;:  willing  to  do  any  little  I  may  he  able  to  do. in  furtherance  of 
voui  pulilic  playfrrounds  project.      Ik'lievc  me. 

Very  faitld'ully  yours. 

K.   H.  .M(  lllher.aii. 
Rector,  St.    Matthew's  Cluircli. 

(idl   lialinoral  Street. 
\\'iinil))('i;. 

October  lOtlu  l'jr).>. 

Mr.  Hilliiirde, 
Dear  Sir: — 

riay^rounds  are  a  srreater  iiece.ssity  tliaii  are  parks  planted 
with  trees  and  flowers.  A  large  |)art  of  our  present  park  areas 
should  be  used  as  playgrounds  under  i)roper  supervision.  In  con- 
nection with  these  there  shoidd  be  public  baths  and  skating  riiiks. 
For  .some  vears,  the  schools  have  been  providing  a(le<|uate  physical 
training  for  boys  in  the  way  of  military  drill,  football  and  lacrosse, 
but  thc-'possibiiities  of  education  tluough  play  are  almost  unlimited. 

^■()Ul•s  tfid.\'. 

\V.  .1.  Sisler. 
Pij.-i.li.nt     >ihfinls  I'ootb.'dl   I.e.TgUP. 
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Itl'J   Hninc  Si  I  Oft, 
\Vi!iiii|)i'H, 

.•)tli  ()(t(.l.pr,  \WS. 
Dear  Sir;  — 

I  have  yours  of  recent  ilate  re  playnroiimls.  The  inovenieiit 
is  ccrtiiinly  timely  and  slumlil  receive  the  hearty  support  f)f  every 
parent.  Sloiicy  couM  not  he  sp«'nt  in  a  more  wortliy  ol)ject. 
The  reasons  why  every  citizen  siiouhi  lie  in  favor  of  piayfiroumls 
fi>r  tiie  ciiililicndf  the  City,  and  ^rive  it  his  hearty  support,  areoniy 
too  api)arent.  One  lias  onl"  to  take  a  walk  through  the  thickly 
settled  districts  on  an  evenintj  when  the  little  ones  are  tryiti;:  to 
enjoy  them.selvps  on  the  street-s  and  sidewalks,  or  in  a  miserahle 
little  hack  yard,  to  he  <'onvinced  that  some  provision  should,  and 
nuisi.he  in.ade  that  they  may  play  their  j;ames  under  proper  con- 
ditions. It  is  idle  to  expect  that  we  sliall  produce  a  maidiood 
morally  and  i)hysically  stronj:  under  conditions  such  as  exist 
at  jire.sent  in  some  i)arts  of  t  he  city. 

We  spend  hundred;*  of  thousands  of  dollars  in  liiiiMiiiL'  uinl-;, 
reformatories  and  hospitals,  and  we  point  witli  piidc  m  ih.-r 
institutions  as  monuments  to  our  civilization,  hul  torj^et  iii:ii  we 
create  the  conditions  tliat  produce  to  a  lartie  extent  the  necessity 
for  huildinj;  "iid  maintaining:  tlie.<e  institutions. 

\n  ounce  of  "ijrevention"  is  hetler  tlian  a  whole  cMr-lo,!.! 
of  •'cure"  any  da\  and  if  we  may  be  able  to  prevent  even  _'">  pi  r 
cent,  of  our  youiit;  people  hecomin<r  criminals  or  iin 
stitutirifi  a  system  of  playcrouiids  ihroui;hout  iln 
eveti  10  per  cent.,  tlien  liy  :ill  iiif;iii<  let  us  have  them. 

\'nurs    truly, 

A.     U       W 


liil 
I'll  \  . 


li\    in- 
(>!■    .-:i\  , 


I'm!)!!.-  I'arks  Bo:in!, 
\\'iimi|i('i:.    .Man.. 
r.  ,1.  liilliarde.  l*)iii   Octohci,    l!ln^. 

Dear  Sir: — 

Keplyinj!:  to  your  favor  regardinji  the  estalili.-huu'ut  ot  chil- 
dren's play^roumis,  I  may  say  the  I'uhlic  I'arks  Hoard  endorse 
your  .sentiments,  are  heartily  in  accord  with  the  project  an<l 
thev  will  do  :di  within  their  power  to  further  the  scheme. 

'  I  may  say  further  that  Messrs.  H.  D.  Wauudi  and  I'.  W.  Drewry 
were  appointeil  a  suh-conimittee  io  mcI  in  the  matter  with  re|)resen- 
tatives  from  the  School  Hoard.  City  Council  and  other  puMic 
bodies  interested  in  the  subject. 

.1.     II.     r.l:;ckwood. 

.•^I'l'T-otnrv, 
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WHAT  HAS  BEEN  DONE 

At  a  (iiil'lic  mccli.t^  lield  in  the  City  ll:ill  h\M  ycur  a  I'lav- 
(iroiiriil  asMK  i;tiii)ii  \s:i>  fern  fil  with  a  vit-sv  to  loi'iiuilatin;:  somh- 
(Iclinilc  scluMtii'.  A  ili'|iiaalii)n  liMii  this  asMx-iatioii.  ('oii-^istinn 
of  Duct.. I-  Mrliifyro,  Hcv.  .1.  \V.  M-Millan  ni-\  \\  .1.  .'{illiar.U'.  was 
ap|K»iii(«Ml  Id  interview  the  in»'iii)ieis  of  the  Seh<)i>l  Moail,  the  I'arks 
Hoard  aii<l  the  City  Coimcil  with  a  view  to  askin;r  ilie  aliove  liodif' 
to  appoint  snli-coiMiniliees  to  confer  with  tlie  l'lay^:<nmd  As.-io- 
fiationas  to  tlio  liest  iiieiiiod  of  ontlinin;;  some  ilofiiiiti  -hm,  and 
snhseqnenlly.  a  ineeiini;  of  the  playfiioiinds  coininittee  was  held 
at  the  City  II. di.  to  disriiss  wiiat  steps  should  he  taken  to  carrv 
out  the  «>l)jetts  which  the  association  has  in  view.  'Iho.se  present 
werei  — \V.  A.  .M<Intvre,  Kev.  .1.  \V.  Woods-vorth.  II.  .\.  Hadcock, 
I".  J.  Hillianle,  ai.d  Hev.  .1.  W.  MacMillan  on  l.ehalf  of  the  I'lay- 
uiounds  .Association;  Mrs.  Dick  and  Mrs.  (Hi'v.)  W.  Sparlini:  on 
helialf  of  tlie  Motlu'rs'  Assoc  iation :  .\ld.  Mc.,ean  and  I'otter  on 
hehaif  *if  tiie  City  Council;.!.  A.  .McKerclier  ami  .1.  .\.  Listemn 
l>eh.ilf  of  the  ScJiool  IJoani:  and  F.  W  .  Drewrv  on  hehaif  of  the 
I'.irks  Hoard. 


I".  W.  Drpwry  o((ii|)ied  the  chair.  V.  .1.  Billiarde  was  ap- 
pointed Hon.  Secretary.  .X  jreneral  di.scussion  took  f)lace  and  it 
was  made  evident  that  ;dl  the  interests  represented  were  h<'artily 
in  accord  a.s  to  tiie  <;eneral  ohject  sought.  .\  ^UJI<J;est ion  was  nir.de 
that  the  playgrounds  iui<:ht  he  placeil  in  charjje  of  the  School 
Ho.-ird.  hut  Mr.  .McKercher  deprecated  such  an  arrun<:enient. 
.although  liie  hoard  would  he  willinj:  to  co-operate  heartily.  It  was 
snjrjrestcd  and  apreed  to  by  all,  that  in  addition  to  laifrer  areas, 
a  jirinie  necessity  wa.s  to  juovide  a  miinher  of  small  lots  in  different 
parts  of  the  city  to  which  .small  children  could  have  access  without 
havinj;  to  po  any  preat  distance.  .Mr.  Dreary  pointed  out  that 
an  incidental  advanta^ie  of  havinjr  such  vacant  si)aces  wuuld  he 
that  they  afforded  an  additional  safe>ruai<l  against  lire.  Mr. 
Milli.-trde  said  that  the  points  to  he  considered  were  suiiervisioii. 
eiiuipment.  location,  size,  acces.sihility.  huildinps.  cost  and  ni.-iin- 
tcnance. 

.\Ir.s.  l)i(k  pi»iiited  out  that  while  ernunds  were  a  necessity, 
('([uipment  ami  supervision  were  e(|ual,if  not  jr''f'''ter,  necessities. 
K\()erience  iiad  shown  that  iilavirrounds  without  e(|uipinent  and 
supeivision  were  practically  deserted  hy  the  children,  hut  where 
these  were  |iroviiied.  thcfjrounds  wore  very  |)ti|)ulai. 
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l)cci:»l  coiniiiissioii  lie  iijipiiiiitod 


Special   Commission 

Mr.  Billiank' t^iifiiri'sted  that  a 
In  (leal  with  the  matter. 

'l"he  general  feeliiiirof  tlie  iiu't-tirij:  \vii.sthat  tiie  Ijp.st  wav  to  run 
the  propo.sod  plavfiroun.ls  would  be  under  the  control  of  .some  .sepa- 
rate body,  similar  to  the  i'ark.s  I'>oard.  to  be  appointed  in  a  manner 
to  be  hereafter  determined.  .\  resolution  was  pi'.s.sed,  askinj;  the 
City  Council  to  seek  leirislafion.  <;iviii^r  the  council  power  to  appoint 
and  sustain  a  commission  to  establish  and  o]>erate  public  plav- 
firound.s,  ami  re(|U(stiiij;  the  council  to  ap|)oint  a  coiiinii.ssion  when 
such  legislation  luis  been  oittained. 

Tliis  resolution  was  entrusted  to  .-\ld.  .McLean  and  Potter 
to  present  to  the  City  Council.  Both  the  aldermen  assured  the 
nieetin<r  that  the  council  was  heartily  in  sympathy  with  the  move- 
ment and  would  ilo  all  th.nt  was  possible  to  Jielp  it  aJoni;. 


